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Simultaneous Determination of Phenolic Acids,
Anthraquinones and Flavonoids in Xanthii Herba and Xanthii Fructus
by UPLC-QTRAP-MS/MS
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HUA Yu-jiao', WANG Sheng-nan'
(1. Nanjing University of Chinese Medicine . Nanjing 210023, China;
2. Yancheng Health Vocational & Technical College , Yancheng 224006, China)

Abstract: A comprehensive analytical method based on UPLC-QTRAP-MS/MS was
developed for the simultaneous determination of eighteen bioactive components including
phenolic acids, anthraquinones and flavonoids in Xanthii Herba and Xanthii Fructus.

Under the optimized chromatographic conditions, extracts of eighteen target compo-

nents were obtained on an Agilent ZORBAX SB-C18 column (250 mmX4.6 mm X5 pum)
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using methanol-0. 2% formic acid as mobile phases for gradient elution. The flow rate
was 1. 0 mL/min and the column temperature was 35 “C. The target compounds were
analyzed in the negative ion multiple reaction monitoring (MRM) mode. The results
show that eighteen components have good linearity, the correlation coefficients of all the
calibration curves are higher than 0. 999 4. Relative standard deviations (RSDs) of pre-
cision, repeatability and stability are lower than 3%. The recoveries range from
96.81% to 102. 78% , and the RSDs are less than 3%. The established method is accu-
rate, sensitive, and has good repeatability. It is suitable for simultaneous determination of

eighteen components in Xanthii Herba and Xanthii Fructus, which can provide a reliable and

effective technique for the quality control of Xanthii Herba and Xanthii Fructus.
Key words: Xanthii Herba ; Xanthii Fructus; UPLC-QTRAP-MS/MS; phenolic acids;

anthraquinones; flavonoids; simultaneous determination
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Table 1 Sample details of Xanthii Herba and Xanthii Fructus
45 FE Jn T e 5 b3
Sl P H fip 7R 20130809 ZHEZEP R AH R
S2 BH R iy T 20130914 TR T 2 BRI R
S3 GH T IIF 20130914 B AR AR T 25RO A R D
S4 BH i T S 20130828 YR = SR 25 A FR A )
S5 GHE fifi T AL 20130703 LRI NP BR 2 A
S6 BH R i+ o — Z N = s 251k A B
s7 H i+ VLR 20130718 I N B I A 250 A BRAS )
S8 & H iy T AR 20130630 b I T PR B
S9 G H i T YLIR 20130825 M KRR R A R 2 F
S10 & H A i T B[4 20130622 &% 2 B A R D
S11 GCHE T TLI 20130324 JeAerhigh
S12 GH i T LR 120803 K
S13 B H g+ L5 130912 VLI I B
S14 B H fif§ T+ W 130803 B AR A T 25RO A R D
S15 T H i+ TLH5 20130718 i WALAE
S16 BHH N LR 20130630 LM
S17 T HE i+ AR 20130825 IR S
S18 CH i T VLIR 20131015 RPN
S19 HHT i T ) 20131020 T P T3
S20 GHF T pal 20131103 DU s
S21 GtHF T ikl 20131028 WAL 13
S22 BHT 5+ AR 20130916 1 AR
S23 EHT 1 =+ NS 20131107 N 52 R I
S24 THF T NES 20131004 EZOENR
S25 EHT N YLIR 20131015 L RPN )
S26 GHT 11 BES 20131107 REPNS
S27 HHT 1 YL 20131015 R PN Y i)
S28 tHT i TLI5 — I E =P 2 RO A R ]
S29 BHT 11 AR — LB P 2K A BR A
S30 GHF 1 B[ 20130401 KA d 25k
S31 GtHF 1 1 Lo 120513007 b5t IR A B 43 0
S32 GHT 1 W 130911 BEKRY R
S33 tHT 1 LI 130826 YL A8 s B
S34 tHF 1 | — JL A A AE b T 24 44 1 3
S35 THTF 11 GIPN JSUHR af AE W v 25 61 11T
S36 tHT 11 LES 121201 N T B2 A FR A
S37 tHF 1 # Bl 130902 B AR T 2RO A R D
S38 CHF 1 # el 130101 TRR TP 25 B A BR A A
$39 CHF L IS 200007460 b5t R A 22 MK R A BR 32 4E 28 )
S40 cHT 11 g 140101 VLI AE R B
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1.2 ZWEH

1.2.1 g @i%kE . Agilent ZORBAX
SB-C18 ## (250 mm X 4.6 mm X 5 pm) ; i 3l
FH T EECA)-0. 296 R /K VAL (B) 5 1 B2 VB 0~
10 min,20%~30%A,10~20 min,30% ~35% A,
20~30 min,35% ~80% A, 30 ~45 min,80% ~
10096 A,45~48 min,100% ~20% A; i 1.0

mL/min; #Eiff 35 Cs AR 5 pl,

1.2.2 Jidk &l Hmiss g 7R (ESD . £
o7 00 A CMERID) A6 90 A6 0 5 7 oAy £ 8 7
B AR BE 550 C L5 ik —4 500 V. 554k
I H 55 L/min, Hf By 0 # 55 L/ min, AF
S 35 L/min, AR A 0 53 3% 2 508 F
%2,

x2 I8HEBRUEUHRIESH
Table 2 MS/MS parameters of eighteen components

e e /min MRM & 5} EBIEHEIE/  MERERE/ e AR/
(m/2) \Y% eV eV
4 )7 R Chlorogenic acid 4. 38 353. 135>>190. 900 —35 —20 —13
Hr 4t 5 R Neochlorogenic acid 5. 66 352.994>>191. 000 —80 —26 —13
J5 JLZ5 ¥ Protocatechuic aldehyde 6. 27 136. 888>118. 900 —100 —8 —13
J5 JLZ5 R Protocatechuic acid 8. 36 152. 936>109. 000 —35 —18 —11
[ 2§ iR 4-Dicaffeoylquinic acid 9.79 352.989>173. 000 —75 —22 —21
MIMERR Caffeic acid 10. 24 178.613>134.610 —65 —24 —7
1,3-WNMEREZ4s 722 1,3-Dicaffeoylquinic acid 11.75 514.989>353. 000 —95 —24 —23
[T 24 /R Ferulic acid 19. 96 193.017>>134. 000 —45 —18 —15
3.4 OMEEEZE S 3.4 Dicalfeoylquinic acid  23.99  514. 994>>353. 000 —380 —26 —23
3,5 WIMEEEZE 52 /R 3.5-Dicaffeoylquinic acid  24.46  515.061>>352. 900 —85 —22 —23
4 22 Bk Hyperoside 25.22 462. 936>>300. 000 —155 —36 —25
7T Rutin 25.51 608. 945>>299. 900 —170 —48 —21
4, 5-MNMERE ZS TR 4, 5-Dicalfeoylquinic acid 26. 26 514.972>>353. 000 —75 —24 —39
B2 WHE Astragalin 27.20  446.995>283. 900 —50 —36 —19
P25 R # & Aloeemodin 32.90 268.708>>240. 000 —200 —28 —17
* # 2 Emodin 36.85  268.900>225. 000 —260 —34 —15
K # W Chrysophanol 38. 68 252. 940>>225. 000 —185 —36 —19
it J2 & Quercetin 45.22 301.098>>255. 100 —130 —10 —15

1.3 AEHE

L3.1 XREGERPH S RS FRE 1. 62 mg
ZRJEIR 1. 46 mg Bk AR L 1. 91 mg JFJLIS
[.0.97 mg JELZS MR . 1. 09 mg J& 4% 7 R .
1. 20 mg MIMERR (1. 18 mg 1, 3- Wi il it 245 7
% 1. 00 mg BT&R MR . 1. 43 mg 3.4~ Wi i i 4=
TR 1.08 mg 3,5- ZWNMERE 4 TR\ 1. 12 mg
4,5 MEE 28 TR L 2. 70 mg T EE R B E
2.97 mg KEE.2.07 mg KR&EE.2. 11 mg /4
T.1.55 mg Mt 2 2. 1. 78 mg ¥ =YL . 1. 50 mg
G 22 BRAT X B 4 B F 10 mL 2 R

A I fife 0 o 25 %0 32 449 0 Rt i A TR
IBCAS X B BR VB B I A R G R bR
XF BE BTR S AR A U ARG B R R 1R 3 — R
HIA [F) M B2 TR A5 % B I R 28 0. 22 pum i
FLUR B AL U8 FE 40T

1.3.2 flREmmsls HMEKRR1.0g
FES AR G 3 50, & F 100 mL HEH P
A 40 mL 70% H R R R R . TR
TR (500 W,40 kHz) $2 5 30 min, B A
DL 7096 FRBE RN R T R B A R O LA
12 000 r/ming (> 10 min; B [ ¥E W, 4 0. 22 ym
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2 #FR5iTiR
2.1 Bik-FiEFHMMmL
ST WKV W SRR T
B2-0. 106 HY R 7K H W HY -0, 200 TR 7K 7 W
SFRTIAE D S A B VR ACR . T BT R
B LH T T B S A S 110 W) L A AT Y e
JE ik AT B A O O sh AR A9 A HLAE . A 3 S
FE A — R LA F) PR IR AT 38 S R et v 1 0 )
4 B B il 2 € 3% DA FE AT 42 v T 05 1 0
BRI R B ZAA, e B EE-0. 200 BT IR
IR A DA L Bl A HE AT S5 R M

x103
2.0F a
16_ 3 7
’ s 18
Zaak |1 b
s 10
2
= 08f M k A
4 9
’ 15 16
17
00 T T T T R I}Lh T T
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tr/min
5
26710
c
22r
2
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QL
E
18
13
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15 ]A(\_l‘7
T
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TERE SR B 5 T IE PR 1
B 5E 18 ol H AR 5 0 19 Wi 5 o 45 2R i
AN RIS R 7Y AN R = W R B S g )
M) 7 L $ IS - 3 11 B 22 B o T 3 4 s
TE 1, HEESFEAT. MR, KR,
FIERER CKEM S22k MR R T,
E A S O L D V| 2 TS A N
6 e F 0 B 1B AT 0 A .

2.2 #HiX@mEEHENRL

SIS 4 B 7] (509,70 % .90 %, 100 %
B RH G (15 20,1 ¢ 30,1 ¢ 40,1 = 50) 4%
I ] (30, 60,90, 120 min) K $& Bt 7 2 ([l 3
HA A ED AT T, AR CRA 7000 H
AR S 300 AT AR IR B 2 9 RE i 40 5 AR LE
1+ 40, 8 $2EL 30 min HAT &S PR IR0R
2.3 HEFEER
2.3.1 PR KD A E R ORS  T
L 3. 195 /100 p LR &5 X Bt 5t 7, B 710 mL

x10°
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Intensity

0.8} 2T

04f |,
6
0.0

2.8 18]
d 17]
24F 5] 16]
2.0F
1.6F 1
1.2F 8

6l
0.8 5]
04F 30

11617

T T T T T T
18 24 30 36 42 48
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Intensity

18 24 30 36 42 48
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1. GJRRR 2. Bk Jime ;3. JFILAEE ;4. JFULASTR ;5. FRZRRR ;6. MIMERR 5
7.1, 3-ZMMETESE TR 58, BUBRRR ;9. 3. 4- WM MEMEZE T ER 5 10. 3, 5- I MEfBEZE TR 5
Tl 22 B s12. 7T 513, 4, 5-ZOMMEREZE T AR 5 14. S R 91515, M RIEE;
16. RIEE;17. K¥EWy;18. Ml &
1 BEaExBE&) . BEE#EM(D) BEFEM(c)MRNE FRER 18 f B iR 28 % Ik 5 I g E (d)
Fig. 1 EICs of mixture standards (a), Xanthii Herba sample (b), Xanthii Fructus sample (c¢) and

the MRM chromatograms of eighteen components (d)
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AR AR U A B i R — R B Y
TR X I W e L2 T AR EERE R AT
AT HEE it 0 T AR o) oF A B 96 BE (o) iR A7 2
[ U1 A5 2 2 T B LA S AR ROR RV

x3

DAL A 4 15 M 1 S/N =3 B % o 1) vk BB g
AR R (LOD) , A5 A5 W15 W 1 S/N=10
R X 07 1 B Sy o AU e B (LOQD L 7 41 25 21
HF 3 3,

I8MBERUAYMEEFRE EXAH AEER. . AERNRMEER

Table 3 Regression equations, correlation coefficients, linear ranges,

the limits of detection (LOD) and the limits of quantification (LOQ) of 18 target compounds

" LIBT3 KN/ o 0 B/ EmR/

fee AIE I . (mg/L) (ug/L) (ug/L)

2 i R y=16.03X1072—2. 37X 10° 0. 9995 0.1025~12. 96 2.15 6.09
k5 R y=2.94 X105 2+3. 75X 10" 0. 9997 0.0913~11. 68 2.23 7.07

Ji LSS y=2.38X10"x+3.39 X101 0. 9999 0.1194~15. 28 9.83 14.41

JE LA R y=4.20X10"x+2.29X10" 11 0. 9998 0. 0606~7. 760 5.02 10. 84

W 23 JE iR y=4.31X1052—9.38X10° 0. 9994 0.2725~17. 44 2.88 4.37

i i y=1.95X10°2+1.93X10° 0. 9999 0. 1500~9. 600 4. 62 10. 65

1, 3- W Mg Bk %S T R y=5.45X10°2—3.16X10° 0. 9997 0. 0738~9. 440 4,22 11.03
] 4 1% y=1.17 X106 x+4. 99 X 10" 0. 9996 0.1250~16. 00 2.13 9.96

3. A- Tk EE S R y=2.20X1052—1.64X10° 0. 9999 0.0894~11. 44 3.11 8. 42
3, 5- TN HEEE 4 TR y=06.86X10x—4.31X10° 0. 9998 0. 0675~8. 640 5. 89 12.55
G 22 BT y=7.76X10°2—3. 74X 10° 0. 9999 0.0938~12. 00 3. 24 8. 20

= y=5.88X105x—4. 78X 10° 0. 9997 0.1319~16. 88 2. 94 7.18

4, 5- e BE 4 o R y=4.06X1052—6.51X10° 0. 9995 0.0700~8. 960 1.37 5.57
KWt y=28.04X106x—2.49X10° 0. 9997 0.1113~14. 24 3. 06 6.39

EE- PN y=3.99X107x—2. 65X 10° 0. 9997 0.1688~21. 60 3.15 6. 82
N y=7.13X102—8.05X10"° 0. 9995 0.1856~23. 76 4.33 7.10
N y=4.59X10°2—5.55X10 10 0. 9999 0.1294~16. 56 4.56 8.48

it fz % y=3.40X1052—1. 62X 10° 0. 9998 0.1938~24. 80 1.18 3.29

2.3.2 MW REMMELE B2k
TR & X R AR AR A 1 d N ZEHERE 6 IR, %
SH NS ® I E L 3 d, [ RIELHFE 2 Ik %
£6H ARG 4% . B B (ST RE b 163 1
W53 HIFE 0.2.4.6.12.24 h JEAE 6 P E 18
Fift H b 180 W T AR RSD L % 280 I W 18
i E bR R > R E M, Y 1.0 g B H T
(S3TYFEM 4% 2. 2 WGP AT il 4 6 0 fHislih
VA0 3 A S D R U T AR AR 18 Al H AR A
Oy e RSDL B EI LB . AR E
B AR RS % )8 R4, 18 Bl B AR /3 76 24 h
WARE 7 IR E M RAT . PR AS R P T35 4
2.3.3 JAEEMCREE REAFRO0.5 ¢
twH (S3TRER K B FRE 6 3 - 20 51 s

AR I b A X B P % 2. 2 T U I
i APt VA TR EAE I I35 18 b H B g
4 iR L S5 2R B T3R5
2.3.4 SCPRAERLAOINE R ARCAN ERTE A
TR 1 - 5T 1 0 A 5 T L 2 9 AR PR E
R L ) 2 56 2 3T B (R P 18 il
BBl i i SRS TR 6

LR H 22 T 18 Bl H b o 1Y
R —E 22 e DLAR R FLR IR &
R T O ERER R R CREH AR
AR, BHEEAH L3, 4- ik BE 4 TR
T FJLARIR & 4 22 S K i 1 25 4 s
B ok J5UR .30 4- MM mEE 245 7 IR & 1 E R UK.
GH 250 By R RO A B Y R
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Table 4 Precisions, repeatabilities and stabilities of eighteen components

kil B R

e o

e I B F I Rs‘i% o

RSD/ % (n=6) RSD/ % (n=3)

4R R 1. 30 2.39 1. 49 1.28

AR E R 0. 86 1.18 2. 04 1.20

J5 LA s 1.32 1.16 2. 32 1. 10

Ji LS R 1.51 1. 83 1.53 2. 94

e ¢ I R 1.87 2.50 2. 82 1.56
1,3~ kR ZS T2 R 1.37 1.74 1.27 1.38
Rl 0 1% 1. 54 2.07 2.31 2. 46

3. 4- Rk R 2 T R 0. 67 1.48 1. 10 1.73
3, 5- MRk Bk 4 T R 1.01 1.28 1. 09 2.75
G v BT 1.03 1.10 1. 64 1.51

T 1.94 2.21 1.67 1. 49

4, 5- 0 HETE 4 T R 2.28 2.87 1.06 1.48
BRI 0.93 2. 86 1.19 1.92

W HE 1. 42 1.85 1. 67 1. 90
EEPN T 1. 09 1. 89 2. 74 2.06
o 2.42 2. 69 2. 30 1.13
PN 1.21 1.59 2.26 1. 05

il pe 22 1.24 1.32 1. 26 1. 66

RS I8 T EARE S B ANRE E Y R NE AR AR E (n=6)

Table 5 Recoverises and relative standard deviations (RSDs) of eighteen components

[lR=27 T/ pg AR/ pg S/ g X R/ % RSD/ %
% R 144. 21 149. 24 303.05 102. 05 0.68
et E R 96. 88 97. 15 193.29 99. 08 0. 80
JELZEEE 15. 02 15. 92 31. 24 99. 75 2.63
JELE R 233.08 240. 78 485. 77 101. 76 0.93
e 4 JRL TR 107. 63 108. 49 230. 85 101. 37 1.23
1,3- 0l gL Zs T R 10. 09 11. 28 22.17 97. 04 1.08
] 2 15 56. 93 57. 30 115. 90 102. 04 0. 82
3. 4- Ik EE 2 TR 22.95 24. 48 46. 72 96. 81 0. 96
3. 5- Rk R 2 T 4. 90 4.74 9.91 98. 68 1.47
4 2 kT 19.73 19. 92 38.98 97. 62 2.03
BT 0. 95 0. 99 1. 95 98. 03 2.38
45~ HE B ZE T R 36. 07 37.58 75.57 101. 14 1.01
Lndr 1.25 1. 24 2. 54 102. 12 1. 04
i HE 2 22. 20 24.13 44. 85 97. 67 1.51
RPN 3 1.32 1.36 2. 65 98. 07 2.04
K E 2. 06 1. 99 4.23 102. 78 1.74
K # 0.49 0.51 0.99 101. 56 1.40

Hit B2 % 98. 11 94. 81 196. 22 102. 16 1. 26
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