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Abstract: Scrophulariae Radix is one of the most popular traditional Chinese medicines
(TCMs). Primary processing of Scrophulariae Radix is an important link which closely
related to the quality of products in this TCM. A method of ultra high performance cou-
pled with triple quadrupole liner ion trap mass spectrometry (UPLC-Qtrap-MS/MS)
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was established for the determination of iridoid, phenylpropanoid glycosides and organic
acids in Scrophulariae Radix. The goal of the method was to investigate the influences
on multiple active constituents with different processing methods of Scrophulariae
Radix. Twelve multiple active constituents in Scrophulariae Radix with different
processing methods were simultaneous determined by UPLC-Qtrap-MS/MS, and grey
incidence degree method analysis was performed to evaluate the different processed
samples according to the contents of twelve multiple active constituents. The analysis
was carried out on an BDS HYPERSIL C18 column (250 mmX4.6 mm X5 pm), with
elution of acetonitrile-water as mobile phase at a flow rate of 1. 0 mL/min. The column
temperature was 35 “C. The target compounds were analyzed by the negative ion multi-
ple reaction monitoring (MRM) mode. The results show that twelve multiple active
constituents have good linearity (#==0. 999 0) in the range of the tested concentration.
The average recoveries of the twelve components are 95. 82%-99. 35% with the relative
standard deviations less than 2. 44%. There are differences in multiple active constitu-
ents of Scrophulariae Radix with different processing methods and the processing meth-
od of air drying method and complete root by oven drying after steaming had a better
quality. The method is useful for the overall assessment on quality of Scrophulariae
Radix, and this study may provide the foundation and support for processing method of
Scrophulariae Radix in normalization and standardization.

Key words: Scrophulariae Radix; ultra high performance coupled with triple quadrupole
liner ion trap mass spectrometry (UPLC-Qtrap-MS/MS); multiple active constituents;

processing methods; grey relational analysis
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Fig. 1 Chemical structures of twelve active constituents in Scrophulariae Radix
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Table 1 Optimized MS/MS parameters

MRM %%
s (&=L i B8 i ] /min
MRM g%} (m/2) EHEHRE/V il 8 L e /e V
1 ST R 1.42 114.9/71.0 5 —11
2 i i 3. 34 179.0/134. 9 —52 —23
3 K 3.59 361.0/198.9 —76 -1
4 Ak SR A 5.02 345.1/183.1 —65 —13
5 XA R 5.35 163.0/118. 9 —56 —19
6 o] 1 iR 6.38 192.9/133.9 —54 —24
7 Wy EL 6. 42 363.1/182.9 —90 —21
8 A iR 10. 57 146.9/103.0 —64 —16
9 X AR B R A R 13.38 177.0/133.0 —52 —16
10 BRI 14.19 623.3/161.0 —116 —57
11 LREIEH C 15. 34 783.4/175.1 —129 —55

12 I AR T 17. 34 493.4/147. 1 —65 —31
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Fig. 2 Extracted ion chromatograms (EIC) of reference substances (a),

sample (b) and multi-reaction monitoring (MRM) of 12 active constituents (c)
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Fig. 3 Full scan mass spectrums of 12 active constituents in negative mode
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Table 2 Liner equations, correlation coefficients,
limits of detection and limits of quantification of 12 active constituents
e o RAETEE/ - LEP Y1 i R / FE R/
(mg/L) r (pg/1) (pg/1)
1 Je TR R 0.709~709. 000 y=254.90x—708. 31 0. 9998 9.13 18. 89
2 W iR 0.011~22. 250 y=1149. 30x+1096. 9 0. 9997 1. 29 2.15
3 o i 0.088~175. 500 y= 27.61x—84. 26 0. 9999 3.10 8. 69
4 k- 0 5 0.457~914. 000 y= 128.38x+131.04 0. 9997 5.62 12.33
5 Xt 7 5R 0.026~53. 000 y=23854. 90x—2322. 20 0. 9999 1. 88 2.07
6 o] % iR 0.064~128. 000 y= 950. 102—1032. 90 0. 9994 3.47 9.56
7 I B 0. 284~569. 000 y=281.58x+275.52 0. 9998 3. 94 10. 75
8 PR A iR 0. 063~126. 800 y=1809. 602+ 3360. 20 0. 9994 4.11 8.42
9 X A 3 TR R TR 0. 213~426. 000 y=1776.502+5756. 80 0.9998 4.21 9. 68
10 SV WX - 0.872~1744. 000 y=203.29x+1645. 80 0. 9998 9.45 19. 65
11 AR ET C 0. 253~470. 000 y=178. 952+1045. 10 0. 9995 3.85 8. 71
12 W AR 1 0. 099~198. 000 y=115. 782+596. 85 0.9998 3.47 7.25

R3I RHIIMBANBEEE EEHMBESE
Table 3 Precisions, repeatabilities and

stabilities of 12 active constituents

o *ﬁ*‘“ﬁfﬁ iiﬁ izit&k
RSD/ % RSD/ % RSD/ %
R T R R 3.01 0. 82 0. 46
i 4.35 0. 88 1.06
liair 2.55 1. 49 0. 81
Bk - 30 3 4 3.81 0. 40 1.38
X HR 4.08 1.43 1.42
5T B 1R 3. 81 0.75 0.68
LERRRES 1. 68 0.85 1.06
PR 2.50 0.75 1.02
Xof R 4B Y RE R 2. 81 1. 44 1.10
S VA A 3. 40 0. 69 0. 87
TREWEAF C 2.13 1.12 1.48
AR 0. 96 1. 66 0. 89
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Table 4 Recoverises of 12 active constituents
wan Jdw FRFE &/ e i/ g i/ S i/ a1 %/ S R/ RSD/
K- g mg mg mg % % %

TR TR 1 0. 5001 2.9156 2.3400 5.1772 96. 65
0.5012 2.9220 2. 3400 5.2676 100. 24 97.55 2.44

0. 5009 2.9202 2. 3400 5.1608 95.75

2 0. 5012 2.9220 2. 9200 5.7319 96. 23
0. 5006 2. 9185 2. 9200 5.8274 99. 62 98. 57 2.06

0.5003 2.9167 2. 9200 5. 8324 99. 85

3 0.5011 2.9214 3. 5000 6.2622 95. 45
0. 5004 2.9173 3. 5000 6. 2854 96. 23 96. 67 1.55

0.5011 2.9214 3. 5000 6.3633 98. 34

i HE R 1 0. 5000 0. 0230 0.0194 0.0416 95. 83
0. 5006 0.0230 0.0199 0. 0420 95. 45 96. 28 1.17

0. 5007 0. 0230 0.0212 0. 0437 97. 56

2 0.5011 0.0231 0.0256 0. 0475 95. 54
0. 5008 0. 0230 0. 0256 0.0476 96. 05 96. 15 0. 69

0.5003 0.0230 0. 0256 0.0478 96. 85

3 0. 5008 0.0230 0.0292 0.0509 95.52
0. 5006 0.0230 0.0309 0. 0524 95.12 95. 82 0.92

0.5010 0.0230 0.0299 0.0520 96. 81

A 1 0. 5001 0. 6851 0. 5500 1. 2327 99. 55
0. 5002 0. 6853 0. 5500 1.2203 97.28 98. 82 1. 35

0. 5010 0. 6864 0. 5500 1. 2343 99. 63

2 0. 5007 0. 6860 0. 6900 1. 3653 98. 45
0. 5002 0. 6853 0. 6900 1. 3467 95. 86 96. 86 1. 44

0. 5005 0. 6857 0. 6900 1. 3500 96. 28

3 0. 5006 0. 6858 0. 8200 1.4931 98. 45
0. 5012 0. 6866 0. 8200 1. 4765 96. 32 96. 68 1. 68

0.5010 0. 6864 0. 8200 1. 4675 95. 26

b - 30 3 1 0. 5012 2.6965 2. 1500 4.7654 96. 23
0.5011 2.6959 2. 1500 4. 7717 96. 55 96. 45 0.19

0. 5002 2.6911 2. 1500 4.7671 96. 56

2 0. 5006 2.6932 2. 6900 5.3058 97.12
0. 5006 2.6932 2. 6900 5.2853 96. 36 96.02 1. 36

0. 5002 2.6911 2. 6900 5.2353 94. 58

3 0. 5012 2.6965 3.2300 5.8153 96. 56
0. 5006 2.6932 3.2300 5.7656 95.12 96. 35 1. 18

0.5014 2.6975 3.2300 5.8423 97. 36
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x4
o Jnkg FRFE &/ B/ Tz &/ S/ Il i 3 / -1 [l i e/ RSD/
K g mg mg mg % % %
X ER 1 0.5003 0. 0560 0. 0450 0.1013 100. 56
0. 5000 0. 0560 0. 0450 0. 1000 97. 86 98. 42 1.95
0.5001 0. 0560 0. 0450 0. 0996 96. 85
2 0.5010 0.0561 0. 0560 0.1096 95. 46
0.5012 0. 0561 0. 0560 0.1120 99. 75 97. 52 2. 20
0.5007 0.0561 0. 0560 0.1106 97. 36
3 0. 5009 0.0561 0. 0670 0.1210 96. 85
0.5012 0.0561 0. 0670 0.1214 97. 46 97. 02 0. 40
0.5010 0. 0561 0. 0670 0.1209 96. 75
] 4 i 1 0.5003 0. 0495 0. 0400 0.0877 95. 32
0. 5008 0. 0496 0. 0400 0. 0890 98. 52 97.13 1. 69
0. 5006 0. 0496 0. 0400 0. 0886 97. 54
2 0.5013 0. 0496 0. 0500 0.0983 97.25
0. 5009 0. 0496 0. 0500 0.0978 96. 42 97. 96 2. 04
0. 5004 0. 0495 0. 0500 0. 0996 100. 22
3 0. 5006 0. 0496 0. 0600 0.1081 97.56
0.5014 0. 0496 0. 0600 0.1074 96. 23 97. 40 1.13
0.5010 0. 0496 0. 0600 0. 1087 98. 42
w L 1 0. 5008 2.1745 1. 7300 3.8927 99. 32
0.5001 2.1714 1. 7300 3.8596 97.58 97. 84 1. 39
0.5016 2.1779 1. 7300 3. 8496 96. 63
2 0. 5007 2.1740 2.1600 4. 2809 97. 54
0. 5006 2.1736 2. 1600 4.2785 97. 45 97. 89 0.70
0.5003 2.1723 2. 1600 4.3038 98. 68
3 0.5012 2.1762 2. 5900 4. 6789 96. 63
0.5001 2.1714 2. 5900 4.7236 98. 54 97. 54 0.98
0. 5009 2.1749 2. 5900 4. 6989 97. 45
A HE R 1 0. 5009 0. 2560 0. 2100 0. 4665 100. 25
0.5003 0. 2557 0. 2100 0. 4586 96. 63 98.10 1.94
0.5012 0. 2561 0. 2100 0. 4607 97.43
2 0. 5006 0. 2558 0. 2600 0.5125 98. 72
0.5001 0. 2556 0. 2600 0.5082 97.18 98.18 0.88
0.5012 0. 2561 0. 2600 0.5126 98. 63
3 0.5007 0. 2559 0.3100 0.5592 97. 85
0. 5006 0. 2558 0. 3100 0. 5557 96. 74 97. 90 1.22
0.5003 0. 2557 0. 3100 0.5629 99.12
Xof RS PO A TR 1 0. 5006 0.0175 0.0140 0.0310 96. 27
0. 5001 0.0175 0. 0140 0.0313 98. 58 97.13 1.30

0.5013 0. 0175 0. 0140 0.0311 96. 55
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x4
e PIEZY Pkt / B/ b/ S/ Jul Wi %%/ -4 [o] g 3 / RSD/
K g mg mg mg % % %
2 0.5007 0.0175 0.0180 0.0349 96. 45
0. 5006 0.0175 0.0180 0.0347 95. 61 96. 27 0.61
0.5005 0.0175 0.0180 0.0349 96. 75
3 0.5013 0.0175 0.0210 0.0378 96. 48
0.5009 0.0175 0.0210 0.0382 98.51 97.15 1.22
0.5004 0.0175 0.0210 0.0378 96. 45
EVowid s 1 0.5003 3. 2685 2. 6100 5. 7801 96. 23
0.5004 3.2691 2.6100 5.8170 97. 62 97. 82 1.74
0.5008 3.2717 2. 6100 5.8718 99. 62
2 0.5011 3.2737 3. 2700 6.4734 97. 85
0.5012 3.2743 3.2700 6.4191 96.17 96. 75 0.98
0.5003 3. 2685 3. 2700 6.4155 96. 24
3 0.5008 3.2717 3.9200 7.0200 95. 62
0.5003 3. 2685 3.9200 7.1736 99. 62 97.70 2.05
0.5008 3.2717 3.9200 7.1074 97. 85
TR C 1 0.5010 1.9278 1. 5400 3.4709 100. 2
0.5012 1. 9286 1. 5400 3.4381 98. 02 98. 69 1.33
0.5005 1. 9259 1. 5400 3.4327 97. 84
2 0.5003 1.9252 1. 9200 3.7597 95. 55
0.5007 1. 9267 1. 9200 3.8008 97.61 96. 89 1. 20
0.5006 1.9263 1. 9200 3.7987 97.52
3 0.5004 1. 9255 2.3100 1.2318 99. 84
0.5008 1. 9271 2.3100 1.2498 100. 55 99. 35 1.52
0.5011 1. 9282 2.3100 1.1839 97. 65
A ELAR L 1 0.5008 0.8614 0. 6900 1. 5324 97. 25
0.5004 0.8607 0. 6900 1. 5289 96. 84 96. 88 0. 37
0.5003 0. 8605 0. 6900 1.5266 96. 54
2 0.5003 0. 8605 0. 8600 1. 7003 97. 65
0.5011 0.8619 0. 8600 1.7108 98. 71 97. 32 1. 62
0.5014 0.8624 0. 8600 1.6847 95. 61
3 0.5008 0.8614 1. 0300 1. 8660 97. 54
0.5011 0.8619 1. 0300 1.8471 95. 65 96. 63 0.98
0.5012 0.8621 1.0300 1. 8582 96. 71
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x5 LEHERWNELR (ng/g,n=2)
Table 5 Determination results of actual samples (pg/g, n=2)
T s S1 S2 S3 S S5 S6 S7 S8 S9
1 AT 5828.59 7334.33 2765.73 5307.76 7025.68 7660.47 7139.57 9279.65  6240. 00
2 iy R 46. 25 40. 07 44. 36 23.79 49.°59 41. 36 54. 44 31.75 55. 43
2 [ed 1365.90 1622.19 581.01 2477.67 1719.25 2269.95 2378.06 2078.93  900. 60
4 Bk SR A 5380.88 6416.79 4346.91 6874.44 6204.42 7516.50 7529.22 8224.60  4809. 60
5 POREN 112.08  43.28 86.10 37.67 47.98 34. 90 28. 67 41. 00 94. 08
6 o] 21 iR 99. 37 40.80  129.24  34.45 26. 35 49. 65 34. 25 37.35 57.79
7 A 4341.62 5340.33 4461.35 5285.59 4568.49 5115.18 5025.28 6024.58  5467. 80
8 A TR 511.00  145.67  932.89  293.50  380.48  277.44  124.45  244.04  555.00
9 Xof 4R 3 A A TR 35. 04 17.56 40.19 25. 63 29.18 26.91 19. 39 26. 62 50. 56
10 BV Wid ats 6532.81 6776.61 2933.49 5431.23 11437.71 13833.23 15226.30 5537.82  5492.40
11 TGV T 3847.77 3732.53 3243.26 3372.49 4013.99 3731.85 4129.68 3394.15  3150.00
12 W AR T 1719.51 1759.52 1774.72 1950.85 1505.84 1823.64 2075.93 2094.51  1668.00
£6 HAMIEE
Table 6 Sample dataset
TN B IT T . % 75
st S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 s7 S8 9 i el e
5828.59 7334.33 2765.73 5307.76 7025.68 7660.47 7139.57 9279.65 6240.00 6509.09 9279.65  2765.73
46. 25 40. 07 44. 36 23.79 49.59 41. 36 54. 44 31.75 55. 43 43. 00 55. 43 23.79
1365.90 1622.19 581.01 2477.67 1719.25 2269.95 2378.06 2078.93  900.60  1710.40 2477.67  581.01
5380. 88 6416.79 4346.91 6874.44 6204.42 7516.50 7529.22 8224.60 4809.60 6367.04 8224.60  4346.91
112.08  43.28 86. 10 37.67 47.98 34. 90 28. 67 41. 00 94. 08 58. 42 112.08 28. 67
99. 37 40.80  129.24  34.45 26. 35 49. 65 34. 25 37.35 57.79 56. 58 129. 24 26. 35
4341.62 5340.33 4461.35 5285.59 4568.49 5115.18 5025.28 6024.58 5467.80 5070.02 6024.58  4341.62
511.00  145.67  932.89  293.50  380.48  277.44  124.45 244.04  555.00  384.94  932.89 124. 45
35. 04 17. 56 40. 19 25. 63 29.18 26. 91 19. 39 26. 62 50. 56 30. 12 50. 56 17. 56
6532.81 6776.61 2933.49 5431.23 11437.71 13833.23 15226.30 5537.82 5492.40 8133.51 15226.30 2933.49
x7T FEREEARLLELR
Table 7 Result of data standardization
Sl S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7 S8 S9 SN %
0. 895 1.127 0. 425 0. 815 1. 079 1.177 1. 097 1. 426 0. 959 1. 426 0. 425
1. 075 0.932 1. 032 0.553 1.153 0. 962 1. 266 0.738 1. 289 1. 289 0.553
0. 799 0. 948 0. 340 1. 449 1. 005 1.327 1.390 1.215 0.527 1. 449 0. 340
0. 845 1. 008 0. 683 1. 080 0. 974 1.181 1.183 1. 292 0.755 1. 292 0. 683
1.919 0. 741 1. 474 0. 645 0. 821 0.597 0. 491 0. 702 1.610 1.919 0. 491
1. 756 0.721 2. 284 0. 609 0. 466 0. 877 0. 605 0. 660 1. 021 2. 284 0. 466
0. 856 1.053 0. 880 1. 043 0. 901 1.009 0. 991 1.188 1.078 1.188 0. 856
1.327 0.378 2.423 0. 762 0. 988 0.721 0.323 0. 634 1. 442 2.423 0. 323
1.163 0.583 1. 334 0. 851 0. 969 0. 893 0. 644 0. 884 1. 679 1. 679 0.583
0. 803 0. 833 0.361 0. 668 1. 406 1. 701 1.872 0. 681 0. 675 1.872 0. 361
1. 062 1. 030 0. 895 0.931 1. 108 1. 030 1. 140 0. 937 0. 869 1. 140 0. 869




I3 EMEB SRR TR S 2k £ I8 R A A I B K 6 S 4 339
2.5.3 SCEREEIFA RKECEKEFITIEM X b DFEREE kDR ARI M.

B WS H T RIS H P MRk %ES S =R T

ZIPAN B Xy X ) (h=1,2,3,-m), g, — Auin + D 1)

WML S 2% 7 50 2 TR A5 I n /> FE 5 6] 1 48
B 4 B KA 5 B 22 5 2% 7 9 1) 45 048 bk 2 o A
B fl Xk B A8 A G B /ME . 5 R ER (2) At () Xt
JE e B 1T A Ak Ak B 5 42 B X () Al (5)
TR AN B IT 7 A R () 2% 7511
A F B (6) A3 (7) 5 4 PR A BT A
F M () SH TN KRB  # N(OIH5
25 FE SRR X IR BE L O 4 RU/NVHESE L 45 2R
T 8,

| Yy — Yo [+ pAnx
Ay = min [V —Y |4 A = max Y, — Y, |,
i=1,2,3,n,k=1,2,3,-"m,

REZHFH KRB

Anint 0D
Yy — Yy [+ oA

itl:'j :Alnin:min ‘Ylk 7sz "A;\ax:max ‘sz 7Y71/1 |’
i:1,2939"'7’l9k:1927?)’”'7”7(0 ﬂ‘jé}%?/%%&’
— M IE 0. 5.

& = (5)

Y = Xu/X, (2) mwzizéﬁﬁ (6)
LY R Al B SO0 5 X TR IR K L
s X0l on ARERRES B A HSRR I L o = oy 20 S e
Y, = X./X, (3) - Tito (8)
ALY h MRS A b B B BB 5 X o T B B L e Tre
#8 SEHIVEMLBERBREHS
Table 8 Quality sequencing of the samples
I H S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7 S8 S9
FH R O B B 0. 4875 0.5083 0.4639 0.4732 0.5188 0.5144 0.5175 0.5024 0. 5080
i = HE 7 4 9 8 1 3 2 6 5
3 it 5 T« Al R 2 0 DR 38 8 30— 2 19 247

ARSI E B AN X SR R B
s AR A BRI T 0. 4520 FF B (R E
2y 4i)2015 B AR R SE s A DI T 05k 0 X 2
T Z IRy F A — E BRI {H R T A
2 TR RO A AE 28 57 ME LD EDULPEAY » PR R
PR A SR IR JE 73 BT 12 06 H: 22 S0 S8 s o i A7 25
BV SRR BT (S5 R AR R BT
(ST) KA i .25 T4 (S6) B 5 19 25 45 i ik 4%
4 UL WX B8 T I 0 X B 2 on T RO I 1 25
FRMEN s Forp Bl R A R R R
BRI A AT M R DR R 5]
JoHR 5 S DI X 2 A RO I S MR s B
A B . BETRE AR (S3, S LR
Ji g 2% . F R EE AR a0 XOR FME T35 T
i = A TR ANG S & S SRR D)
HAR A —ENRIE . LSRN LR
TN TR 25 o i AR OG AR T I
J7 8 W B 2 R DR o A FUR L — A

FHEE .

4 it

AWFFEE . T UPLC-Qtrap-MS/MS 3 [
B 5 2 2 v R0 Tk 2SR TN R A
PLERZE A5 12 Fh Z 0 )RR o 1 & & 33 TR
[l i 107 2 6 5 v 4% D AU 43 19 5% L 9 ok
FHR 8 OCHE BE e Holb AT 25 5 VR . 15 i8]
DL B 6 2 558 B M Ty i 4 O b
BRI X2 25 b 9 76 &L 256 T R A
[ECTErL e
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